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Editorial Introduction
By Gerald Rasmussen

Most Danish immigrants to the United States of America
headed for the northern tier of the Middle Western states.
The majority stayed there. The autobiographical pieces that
follow present the accounts of three Danish immigrants to the
Middle West. Each one is personal and subjective. Each of the
writers came from different provinces in Denmark, and from
different environments within those provinces. Readers will
note that the three accounts represent three eras - the
1890's, the 1920's and late 1940's. Curious readers will perhaps
explore whether the differences in chronological time of the
uprooting, as well as the different backgrounds, resulted in
divergent attitudes about the immigrant experience and the
" new land". In addition, readers should be aware that each
essay was written for different reasons and for a specific
audience. This undoubtedly contributes to the varying points
of view .
Editing autobiographical accounts is a precarious undertaking. Editors have an obligation to the authors to preserve
their original flavor, freshness , and spontaniety. They have an
obligation to the readers to provide clarity and unambiguous
prose . Fortunately, we were assisted in this endeavor by the
fact that both Christe.nsen and Jorgensen were willing to
revise their original manuscripts for publication in The Bridge.
Since Dagmar Thomsen is no longer living, the task of editing
her article fell entirely upon us.
Dagmar Thomsen's, nee Knudsen , article was written for
the enlightenment of her own descendents as well as for the
enjoyment which came from sharing and recalling the experien ce of immigrating, as the responsible eldest of nine
brothers and sisters.
Dagmar wrote her recollections many years after the
event, when she was about fifty years old . The editorial work
was based on conversations with her younger sister, Sigrid
Trautman , formerly Larsen; on our own knowledge of
imm:grant history; and by application of the rather subjective
standards the editors use when revising articles for The
Bridge.
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Dagmar possessed a flair for writing a lively and exciting
memoir. Extensive editing was unnecessary . She did tend to
write long sentences. As a result we changed many commas
to periods and created more sentences. We believe this
improved its readability . In so doing, the original conversational style was neither compromised nor eliminated . Her
tendency to add a phrase after a finished sentence was not
distracting and was therefore preserved in order to maintain
the integrity of her personal style of writing. Very few other
changes were made. Those who possess the original manuscript will note that in two or three instances the original
writing was significantly changed. This was necessary in order
to clarify the intended statement. The context provided
enough evidence to insure that the interpretation is correct.
When we first started editing, we were tempted to shorten
the memoir by ending it with the family's arrival in Omaha.
The more we read it, however, the more we became convinced that the insight into, and the experiences of, the early
Omaha years of the Knudsen family were at least as interesting and valuable as the account of the crossing itself.
Dagmar Knudsen is survived by seven children who will be
see ing this article in print for the first time. Her son, Ralph
Thomsen, on behalf of the surviving children, granted
permission to The Bridge to publish her article. She is also
survived by two brothers and two sisters who range in age
from 88 to 92. One of the sisters, Sigrid Trautman , formerly
Larsen, nee Knudsen, called our attention to the memoir and
shared a copy of the original with us. She was a one-year-old
baby in arms, and the youngest member of the traveling
party, when Mrs . Knudsen and her brood of nine children
c rossed the Atlantic to join her husband in Omaha.
The second article, Andrew Christensen's, was written
spec ifically for publication in The Bridge. Christensen
immigrated to the United States in July of 1920. He was then
20 years old and became an immigrant because he was (to
quote from his letter to us) " inspired by a youthful notion
while on strike in Kolding. " He returned to Denmark in 1923
and after some hesitation and vascillation finally decided
between Denmark and the United States in 1925 because
" America was made for me."
Christensen first lived in Chicago for twenty years. During
that time he was very active in the Danish theater . He
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married Ellen Smidt of Granly, Mississippi, in 1938. During the
Second World War they moved to Mississippi where he
worked in a shipyard until an injury forced his retirement
from that vocation. He then became engaged in business until
1964 when he sold his poultry processing plant and retired to
Santa Maria, California, where he now lives. His daughter and
two son-s are all educators - two in California and one in
Texas.
Lis Jorgensen's article was originally written as a University
class assignment and subsequently re-written for The Bridge.
Its original reader was, of course, a college professor whose
complimentary comments led her husband to submit it to The
Bridge with the suggestion that he thought it worthy of
publication. The editors agreed.
Lis Jorgensen is married to an American of Danish
descent, Ivar Jorgensen. They live in Minneapolis and have
three grown children. She was born in Copenhagen and
immigrated to the United States in 1948. She is active in
community work, and included in those activities are some
which relate to her Danish and Danish-American heritage. Lis
Jorgensen attended Normandale Community College and is
presently attending the University of Minnesota.
The simultaneous publication of these three articles provides the reader an opportunity for comparison between the
people and the eras which would otherwise not have been
possible. We feel that the articles grouped together make for
more interesting reading than would have been the case had
each one been published in separate issues.

Gerald Rasmussen is Dean of Instruction at Lane Community College. Eugene.
Oregon and a member of the Executiue Board of the Danish American Heritage
Society.
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